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RMEMORANDUM FPOR THE PNz TOR
SUBJECT: BNIE 42,1=80 UM FOLITICAL QUOTLUOOK ¥FOR THE
v UBLIC GF KOREA

1. This sstiznate was scheduled ss part of the reguisr estimantes
progeams as approved by the GFIE oa § April 1960 {USIB<D-14 1/T)
it was arigivally schaduled for camwpletion in July 1968 bt was moved
forward in ordsr to provide an asscssment of the shori-tern: political
prospects for the RO in the immadiate post-Rbee peried in anticipa-

fives of Fresident Tiseshower's visit to Seoul in Jusne

2. Subseguemt to cousideratinn of the estimmte by the UBiB
representatives, the Army repressniative roguested that the laet
sontence of paragragh 17 B¢ acmesded and & sew fival sestance be
added. e accept the additlon but we belleve the underlinec portion,

which Avery would delete, shoulé hia retaived,

“Thin (referring to ‘public pressure for dismiseal or
progecution of officisls who served under Rbes' in preévious
sentence) could also aifect the RO Army H many officers

aha_were lnvelved in the ¢iscredited practices of the oid

WNG!‘R ar are inrced owl., Hewsver, an inlemsive
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effort is being made by the caretaker government to relieve
pressure on the ROK Army in order to forestall the resigna-
tion of a significant number of senior officers whose loss would

temporarily weaken its stability and combat effectiveness, *

3. As we understand it, Army's objection to the underlined portion
above is not based on intelligence grownds but on policy considerations,
We believe that, from an intelligence atandpoint, the phrase in question
is both true and pertinent to the estimate regarding a continuing problem
that will face the caretaker ROK government and its successor.

¥FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTDMATES:

ABBOT SMITH
Acting Chairman
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